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This book is one of the great political documents of all time. This edition contains some revisions

and corrections of the original translation as first printed in 1957. The publishers are particularly

grateful to Mr. Reinhard Federmann and Mr. Moshe Sharett, whose valuable criticisms and

suggestions were to a large extent incorporated into this edition. A crushing indictment of

Communist rule. One of the most compelling and perhaps the most important sociological document

of our time - The New York Times. 214 Pages
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This 1957 book of ten essays contains no index. I found some essays thought provoking, others

not. "The Essence" is the shortest chapter, and gives a sample of his thoughts. The basic

philosophic ideals of Communism, dialectics and materialism, did not originate with Marx and

Engels. They can be traced back to ancient Greece: the primacy of matter to Democritus, the reality

of change to Heraclitus. Marx wanted to discover the basic laws of society, like Darwin's laws (p.2).

The major flaw of Communism is their belief of sole knowledge of the laws of society, and their sole

right to control society. This is a dogmatic religion (p.3). Society and individuals strive to increase

and perfect production; this causes conflict with others, and competition to survive. Natural and

social barriers must be changed to eliminated. Classes, parties, and political systems are an

expression of this ceaseless movement (pp.11-12).Countries that are exploited for their raw

materials and cheap labor must create a revolutionary movement to free themselves from foreign



domination (p.16). Revolutions occur when the old political system is an obstacle to new economic

or social relationships (p.18). They lead to political democracy and a freer production of goods

(p.19). Djilas says the industrialization which followed the Russian Revolution was responsible for

their success; defeat in war was a necessary precondition (p.22). Other revolutions offered greater

legal security and civil rights (p.27). While the people are used to win a revolution, the ultimate

benefits flow to the new ruling class (p.27). Djilas calls them "a new class" because they came to

power to establish a new economic order, not after the new economy existed (p.38).
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